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In Just Ten Years, a Master-Planned City Has Grown Up on D.C.’s Waterfront 

Focus, vision and determination have created National Harbor on the Potomac River 
 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md., Oct. 26, 2017—When Milt Peterson, principal and chairman of 
Peterson Companies (one of Washington, D.C.’s oldest family-owned real estate companies), 
first laid eyes on the 350-acre National Harbor site he recognized its potential even though two 
prior developers had failed with the site. Since that time, through economic dips and stalls, the 
Peterson Companies kept focused on the vision.  Spring 2018 marks 10 years since the 
completion of the first building at National Harbor—Gaylord National Resort.   
 
Over the past 10 years, a master-planned city has grown. Six additional hotels, including the 
MGM National Harbor (now almost one year old) provide more than 3,300 hotel rooms with 184 
suites (up to 3,210 sq. ft.), many with breathtaking river views and views of the Nation’s 
monuments. These hotels also provide more than 600,000 square feet of indoor and outdoor 
meeting and event space. They hold two of the largest signature spas in the D.C. region at MGM 
National Harbor and Gaylord National.   
 
Shopping is also an attraction at National Harbor. With more than 160 retail shops, National 
Harbor retail includes everything from Tanger Outlets to boutiques such as SJP by Sarah Jessica 
Parker (her first store outside of NYC).  
 
There are more than 40 restaurants at National Harbor represented by some of the top chefs in 
the nation: five-time James Beard award-winner Marcus Samuelsson; the Voltaggio brothers, 
winner and finalist of Top Chef and James Beard nominee; James Beard winner José Andrés and 
James Beard nominee Edward Lee. 
 
National Harbor was the first development in the Washington, D.C. area to fully maximize a 
large portion of the D.C. region’s waterfront.  IGY Marinas manages National Harbor’s two 700-
ft. piers and 62-slip fully amenitized marina. Visitors can visit by yacht or rent a yacht. As a 
master-planned destination, National Harbor maximizes sweeping river views throughout the 
property with its restaurants, hotels and luxury residences oriented to the waterfront. Unlike D.C. 
waterfront, and due to its location on the east side of the river, National Harbor enjoys 
spectacular sunsets. 
 
For those who prefer to drive, fly or ride instead of yachting in, National Harbor is situated 
between three regional airports and Amtrak with additional nearby smaller airports for private 
flights. For those who drive, National Harbor has ample parking and charging stations for 
electric autos, including a just-opened Tesla Supercharging Station.  Water taxis complete the 
transportation options and are available to take visitors to Washington, D.C.; Old Town 
Alexandria or Mount Vernon. 
 
 “What has happened here over the past ten years is truly remarkable,” said Jon Peterson, 
principal with Peterson Companies, the developer of National Harbor. “There are few places in 
the world that have been able to effectively plan and build out a community of this magnitude in 
this amount of time and on such prime real estate,” Peterson continued.  “This is not only an 
ideal place to live and work, but also a phenomenal luxury destination for visitors.  There is so 
much to see and do right here and then, of course, there’s easy access to Washington, D.C. or 
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Alexandria.  This is the one location in the D.C. region where you can visit and do it all—there is 
something for everyone.”  National Harbor is also a very walkable community where you can 
leave your hotel and walk to dozens of widely acclaimed restaurants as well as unique boutiques. 
 
The waterfront includes the Carousel at National Harbor as well as the iconic Capital Wheel.  
The Wheel soars over 180 feet above the Potomac.  A large screen, positioned on the waterfront, 
provides entertainment throughout the year with movies and sports broadcasts and a beachfront 
area serves as the location for a variety of concerts and morning sunrise yoga.  
 
National Harbor has an extensive outdoor art collection with works by J. Seward Johnson, Albert 
Paley and a host of local artists. MGM National Harbor furthers the art theme with its larger-
than-life works by Alice Aycock, Sam Gilliam, John Dreyfuss, John Safer and more. Legendary 
folk artist Bob Dylan created the 26-ft. iron archway, “Portal” for the resort’s west entrance. 
 
“There were many who couldn’t understand why anyone would build here,” said Peterson.  
“Today, looking at all that has been accomplished and the success of the project, it’s hard to 
imagine this waterfront without this community. All you have to do is to be here when the sun is 
setting over the Potomac and you know that this is a very special place.” 
 
National Harbor welcomes more than 12 million people each year and the numbers are growing. 
For more information on National Harbor, go to www.NationalHarbor.com. 
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About National Harbor 
Rising from the banks of the Potomac River, just south of the Woodrow Wilson Bridge in Prince George’s County, 
Md., National Harbor is a vibrant, unique community with a stellar location and a wide variety of attractions. Just a 
short distance from Old Town, Alexandria and downtown Washington, D.C., the 350-acre mixed-use development 
features seven hotels (including the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center and MGM National Harbor), 
offices, residential, tree-lined streets with more than 160 shops and more than 40 restaurants, iconic attractions such 
as the Capital Wheel and National Harbor Carousel, and much more. With so many attractions, National Harbor has 
become a prime destination for locals, visitors, special events, corporate meetings and conferences. More than 12 
million visit annually. The community also provides an array of waterfront activities (including a water taxi, two 
700-ft. piers and 62 boat slips), special events and spectacular sunsets. For more information, 
www.NationalHarbor.com.  
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